THE   CASTE   SYSTEM  AND  ITS  ABOLITION     Si
that, as the majority of the untouchables are labourers who
do not bathe regularly, they are unclean and a danger to health.
Within the caste there are degrees of social importance, but
only the members of that caste takes any notice of them. To
the outside world a Brahman is a Brahman and a Vaisya a
Vaisya no matter how he stands m relation to the caste's
internal organisation. There is much wisdom in the law of
certain castes to the effect that inbreeding should be dis/
allowed Gotra exogamy makes it impossible for a marriage
to take place between a man and a woman descended from
the same ancestral stock; Sapinda exogamy forbids relations
to marry each other. Those who have observed the evils of
such marriages in the West will applaud the social acumen of
the East. Hypergamy has not been guiltless of social eviL
It has caused a paucity of unmarried men and an overplus
of unmarried women in the higher castes. This is inevitable.
A Vaisya women, for instance, has the choice of men in the
Kshattriya as well as in the Brahman caste; but a Kshatmya
maiden is obviously more restricted in matrimonial possibilities.
This evil gave rise to a low Brahman class who sell them/
selves or their sons as husbands to maidens of a lower caste.
These are called Bikauwas. Their only punishment is that
they are despised and rejected by the rest of their caste. The
evil here is in regarding non/mamage as a stigma as far as
Hindu high/caste women are concerned. For this certain
rash reformers would abolish the caste system altogether.
Surely all that is needed is a tiny adjustment. As well
abolish Christianity because it allows people to go to the
almshouse.
Caste and occupation usually work hand in hand, the
trade or means of earning a living of a family being handed
down from generation to generation. Perhaps this is why
the followers of certain ancient occupations such as that of a
goldsmith, a barber or a washerman often show such amazing
skill. I have watched a street barber in India do things with
his razor that could have been mistaken for magic, and those